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SUMMARY 
This paper examines trends in Quantity Surveying practice and services in Australia and the 
Asia-Pacific region. The paper is based on research involving a series of seven biennial 
surveys of the Australian profession spanning 1995 to 2008 and an extension of this survey to 
the Asia-Pacific region in 2008 that included all member associations of the Pacific 
Association of Quantity Surveyors. The surveys have examined trends in general practice and 
the utilization of information technology with the primary purpose of assisting firms in 
dealing with change and adapting their operations to meet industry demands. Current industry 
procurement and technological trends clearly indicate that firms who are unable to re-engineer 
their work practices to evolve with these trends will find it increasingly difficult to survive in 
a meaningful and profitable form. The paper initially examines trends in the 
structure/size/nature of the Australian profession and trends in business practices and scope of 
services. This is followed by an examination of trends in the utilisation of information 
technology by Quantity Surveying firms. These results are compared with those from the 
2008 survey of quantity surveying practices in PAQS member countries. The paper 
concludes with suggested strategic directions for the profession based on the survey findings. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The construction industry in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region has undergone significant 
change over the past two decades due to factors such as changing industry/client demands and 
project procurement practices, Information Technology (IT) developments and increased 
levels of competition for services. The concomitant impact on the Quantity Surveying (QS) 
profession has seen tremendous changes in the scope and type of services provided by the 
profession both within and outside of the construction industry. This paper examines trends in 
the services provided by the QS profession in Australia since 1995 and compares this with the 
services provided by profession in the wider Asia-Pacific region. It is based on longitudinal 
research undertaken by researchers from the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) in 
collaboration with the Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors (AIQS) comprising seven 
nationwide surveys carried out from 1995 to 2008. In 2008 the survey was extended to 
include all member associations in the Pacific Association of Quantity Surveyors (PAQS). 
The paper provides a comparative analysis of the key findings of this survey. 
2. AUSTRALIAN QS SURVEY RESULTS & ANALYSIS 
The following survey results enable evaluation of how the Australian profession has adapted 
over the past thirteen years to the challenges and opportunities that industry change and 
technological development have presented. 
2.1 Survey Details 
The surveys comprise a series of nationwide surveys of Quantity Surveying firms carried out 
in 1995, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2008. The number of firms responding to each of 
the surveys was as follows: 1995 - 77 firms, 1998 - 65 firms, 1999 - 38 firms, 2001 - 42 
firms, 2003 - 60 firms, 2005 - 52 firms and 2008 - 103 firms. The 1995 - 2005 surveys were 
paper-based conducted via post and fax. The 2008 survey was web-based utilizing the 
'Survey Monkey' website ():"~'0V .SmY'Y!I1Q!11~'-Y&Qm). This mude the 2008 survey much 
easier to distribute and respond to and is likely to be the main reason for the relatively large 
number of responses that year. The surveys comprised a number of questions concerning 
general practice details, information technology utilisation and future directions of the 
profession. The questions were largely the same for each survey but some questions were 
added to the surveys over time. 
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2.2 Respondent Profile 
Figure I shows the size of the respondent firms expressed in terms of total number of 
employees, The respondents predominantly comprise small to medium sized organizations 
which is typical of the profession's (and industry's) structure, Approximately half had less 
than 5 employees and a large proportion of respondents were sale operators. These are 
significant factors when analyzing the survey results, Figure 2 shows that close to half of the 
respondent firms have been in business for over 20 years and the majority for over 10 years, 
This level of experience provides a solid foundation for the survey results, 
Figure 1 Figure 2 
Size of Respondent Firms - No. of Employees Age of Respondent Finns 
2.3 Services Provided 
Figures 3-5 show that Quantity Surveying firms have expanded and adapted their scope of 
services to meet changing industry demands. Quantity Surveyors are now engaged more 
frequently in the "front-end" stages of projects where their expertise is of most value with 
Cost Planning arguably the key service of the modern day firm, There has also been a major 
shift to providing services in the civil, infrastructure and other 'non-building' sectors, 
Figure 3 shows the percentage of firms providing traditional services (question not asked in 
1995). Estimating/Cost Planning and Contract Administration remain the main services 
provided by firms, Even though the use of Bills of Quantities has declined most firms still 
provide this service with Builders Quantities more commonly provided, 
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Figure 3 Figure 4 
Traditional Services Provided by Firms NonRTraditional Services Provided by Firms 
Figure 5 
NOIlRBuilding Services Provided by Firms 
Figures 4 and 5 show the extent of non-traditional and non-building services provided by 
firms (question not asked in 1995). The 2008 results show a marked increase in the 
provision of Feasibility Studies, Life Cycle Costing, Value Management, Project 
Management, Cost Benefit Analysis and Facility Managemcnt. There have also been 
significant increases in the civil, infrastructure, transport, mining, manufacturing and 
petro-chemical sectors. This provides a good indicator of the direction that the profession 
is taking. 
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Figures 6 and 7 indicate the percentage of income that these non-traditionallnon-building 
services provide for firms. When this survey series commenced in 1995, these services 
provided lillie if any income for the majority of finns. Since then this has clearly changed 
with these services providing substantial income for a large proportion of finns. These results 
provide an excellent indication of the diversification trends of the profession as well as 
industry changes over the survey periods. 
Figure 6 Figure 7 
Non-Traditional Services - % of Total Income Non-Building Services - % of Total Income 
By 2005-08 non-traditional services accounted for more than 20% of total income for over 
50% of firms and over 60% of total income for nearly 20% of firms. In 1995,90% of firms 
did not generate any income from non-building services. By 2005-08 approximately 70% of 
firms now generate income from these services with many firms gaining significant 
proportions of their income in these sectors. 
2.4 Information Technology 
This section of the survey analysed the usc of Information Technology by firms. One of the 
key areas explored was the way that firms arc evolving with developments in the use of CAD 
and Building Information Modelling (BlM) technology on projects. In 1995 only 12% of 
firms utilised specialist CAD software and this has slowly increased over the years to 
approximately 35-40% of firms in 2005-08. This proportion of firms is still very low given 
the IT developments in the industry over this time. The 2008 survey introduced questions 
about the use of BIM and web-based project information management systems. 90% of firms 
stated that they have not been involved in the use of BIM on their projects. In terms of 
collaborative web-based information management systems (eg. Aconex), 56% of firms stated 
that they have not been involved in the usc of such technology with only 5% using it on over 
50% of their projects. 
Figure 8 shows the level of design documentation exchanged electronically by firms. The 
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1995-1999 surveys showed that less than 10% of firms transferred or received design 
drawings electronically but this proportion has risen markedly over the period 2003-08. This 
was expected but tl,ere are still many finm receiving little if any documentation in this form. 
Figure 8 Figure 9 
Electronic Design Documentation Transfer Remote Communications 
In terms of remote communications, the percentage of firms utilizing telecommuting by 
having some employees working at least partly from home has increased to over 50%. This is 
demonstrative of the benefits of telecommuting (at least in part) both for employers and 
employees and the IT developments that have facilitated this. Teleconferencing facilities arc 
now widely used by approximately 60% of firms. It is also likely that many finns are utilizing 
web-based communication tools such as Skype. 
2.4.2 Electronic Measurement 
Electronic measurement is arguably the key area that firms should be embracing in terms of 
IT developments. However, the results in Figures 10 and 11 show that the majority of finns 
still cling to traditional approaches to measurement with the use of electronic measurement 
tools quite limited. The majority of respondent firms still do not utilise CAD or other enabling 
software to produce automatic electronically generated quantities. In 1999 85% were not 
using this measurement technology and by 2008 this proportion remains high at 63%. This 
indicates that approximately two-thirds of the profession do not use this technology. 
Encouraging though are the 20% of firms who now use this technology often or daily .- these 
firms are leading the way for the profession which will hopefully lead to much wider use. It is 
clear that many firms view this technology negatively seeing it as too problematic rather than 
a tremendous opportunity to improve their business performance and increase their 
competitive advantage, 
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Figure 10 Figure 11 
Electronic CAD-Based Measurement Digitizer Based Measurcmcnt 
The use of digitizers for measurement has traditionally been very low in the profession. Given 
the advances in CAD automatic quantities generation digitizers are now viewed by many as 
being old-fashioned (yesteryear's technology). In 1999, 79% of firms never used digitizers 
and by 2008 this proportion was 45%. However, it should be noted that some firms are likely 
to have replaced digitizers with CAD based technology. 
2,5 Future Expectations 
The next section of the survey asked firms to give their opinions on a series of propositions 
relating to the possible future impact of general industry changes and Information Technology 
advances. The propositions and results are shown in Table I. The predominant response for 
each year is highlighted in bold - these were generally similar for each survey period. 
In each year of the survey, the vast majority of firms agreed or strongly agreed that the role 
of the QS as an independent consultant will expand in the future, the QS will be a key player 
in the construction industry in 10 years time, CAD networking facilities and knowledge will 
be essential for the QS in 5 years time, the QS profession should be actively involved in 
utilizing, developing and promoting the use of automated quantities, greater use of IT will 
enable the QS profession to provide better service to clients and that the QS is well placed to 
take advantage of IT changes/developments in the industry. 
Conversely, most firms disagreed with the propositions that further advances in IT will see 
the end of the technical QS measurer and that future QSs will be employed mainly as part of 
multi-disciplinary practices. Opinions were divided however on the propositions that IT 
advances will lead to fewer but more highly skilled QSs and that only larger practices have 
the resources to take advantage of IT developments. 
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n/a 125% 21%'21% 22%'17%19%l"n/a \42%155%143%148%163%162% nfa 9% 16% 17%113% 10%'21% nla ,18% 8%119% 13% 10% 6% 
, I 1 'I I i! 1 
10. Only larger practices have the resources to take advantage of IT j Ii! ! , i 
6% 9% 13%17% 7%-'13% 9%-119%120010124%[24%i33010135%140% 15% 11% 16% 12%17% 10% 17% 42%142%'42%143%45%'33% 28% 
" ' " " .' 11. Greater use of IT will enable the OS profession to provide better service to clients ii, i ! i ',' ' , 32% 31% 32%'31% 15%,23%[ 60~j43%!45%150%156%1670I0!54o/j720116% 15%110% 10%18% 10%' 9% 9%! 6% 8% 3% 10%113% 11% 
, , " , ,I, , 
12. The OS is weI! placed to take advantage of the changes in the construction industry which will f!ow from the increased use of IT ) , 
25%'23% 29%,36% 18%119010'22010142010154°142010138%!55010154010158°124% 17%'16% 14%120% 17% 10%18% 3% 13% 12% 5% 10% 8% 
i: : [ !!: I i.: 
predominate response for each year marked in bold 
Strongly Disagree 




n/a 3% 3% 0%'0%'0% 0% 
, 
, , 
8% 11%: 0% 7% !18%: 6% 2% 




13% 40%! 34% 36%' 19%! 19% 39% 
, 
'I 'i 
24%:62%!47% 470/0127%:27% 38% 
. , • 1 ,i 
10% 12O/~ 5% 190~ 14%! 15% 11% 
n/a 1 . \! ' 3% 3% 10% 7% 10% 6% 
-'- . 
n/a ' 4% ! 0% O%! 0% r 0% 0% 
nfa ; 6% i 0% 0%' 4% 1 0% 2% 
18% 18%! 5% 14%18% 10% 6% 
, 
0% ' 3% ~ 0% ' 0% I 0% i 0% 2% 
' !.',,! i 
1% 3%; 0% 0% 2%! 0% 2% 
. 
2.6 Major Threats 
The last section of the survey asked firms to indicate what they thought the major threats to 
the profession would be over the next five years and what directions their firm was planning 
to take to be in a position of strength over the same time frame. The following is a summary 
of the main comments from the most recent survey. 
Fee cutting and bidding amongst firms is seen as the major threat facing the profession by the 
majority of respondents. This has prompted firms to diversify and specialize to gain 
competitive advantage. The development of CAD and automatically generated quantities is 
seen by many firms as a major threat particularly in terms of the technical role of the quantity 
surveyor. However, the more enlightened firms believe that the greatest threat actually lies in 
not embracing CAD and CAD measurement and evolving with and being integrally involved 
in its development. The survey results c1carly indicate that the vast majority of firms are 
clinging to traditional paper basedmeasuremenl. 
Firms clearly recognize the fact that project cost management is not the exclusive domain of 
the quantity surveying profession and that there are a number of other professionals carrying 
out this service and many others with the potential to do so. Project management and large 
accountancy firms were seen as the main threats. Many firms felt that the profession as a 
whole was poorly marketed and that the piece-meal approaches adopted by individual firms 
were of no real benefit to the profession as a whole. 
Some respondents were dissatisfied with the quality of graduates from university courses 
particularly in terms of core skills in measurement and construction knowledge. Additionally, 
some firms have found that graduates are not interested in the technical measurement role. 
The extent of core quantity surveying curriculum in some university courses has declined in 
recent years as changes to higher education impact on the manner in which some courses are 
delivered. Many courses also provide more gencric and broader content to reflect the 
changing nature of the profession, particularly with respect to the major changes in the type 
and scope of services provided. Another factor impinging on this area is the inability of many 
firms to provide "on-the-job" training to thc Icvels experienced in years gone by. 
3. COMPARISON WITH 200S PAQS SURVEY RESULTS 
In 2008 the survey was extended to include QS/Cost Engineering finns in all PAQS member 
countries. This was facilitated through the use of the web-based survey tool provided through 
the 'Survey Monkey' website. A relatively low total of 71 survey responses were received but 
this provided enough data for comparative purposes. The breakdown of responses received 
from the various PAQS member countries were as follows: Malaysia·- 19, Hong Kong - 18, 
New Zealand - 14, Canada - 14, China - 3, Japan - 2, Singapore - I and 'Other Countries' -
3. 
The scope and proportion of traditional serVlces provided by firms was similar between 
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Australia and other PAQS countries (hereinafter refcrred to as 'PAQS'), Figures 12 and 13 
show a comparison of 'non-traditional' and 'non-building services' provided by firms, The 
provision of non-traditional services is extensive with similar results for most services, The 
major differences are that a greater proportion of Australian firms provide Tax Depreciation 
and Insurance Valuation services whilst a greater proportion of PAQS firms provide Premises 
Audits, Post Occupancy Evaluations, Quality Managemcnt, Project Management, 
Arbitration/Mediation and Construction Planning services, Non-building services are also 
very similar with the main difference being that a greater proportion of Australian firms 
provide services in the mining sector. 
Figure 12 Figure 13 
2008 PAQS Survey - NOIlMTraditional Building Services 2008l'AQS Survey - Nonlluilding Services 
Figures 14 and 15 show a comparison of the proportion of total income that these non-
traditional and non-building services generate for firms, 
A much greater proportion of Australian firms generate more than 20% of their total income 
from non-traditional services than PAQS firms (5 I % for the former and 21 % for the latter), 
Conversely, a greater proportion of PAQS firms generate more than 20% of their total income 
from non-building services (22% compared to 6% for Australian firms), 
In terms of IT and electronic communication, the survey responses by PAQS firms were 
generally similar to that of their Australian counterparts. 93% of PAQS firms stated that they 
have not been involved in the use of BIM on their projects and 63% stated that they had not 
used web-based project information management systems (compared to 90% and 56% 
respectively for Australian firms). 
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Figure 14 Figure 15 
200S J>AQS Survey - Income Non-Traditional Bldg Services 200S PAQS Survey -Income Non Building Services 
Figure 16 shows the level of design documentation exchanged electronically by firms. A 
much greater proportion of Australian firms exchanged more than 20% of documentation in 
this mode (58% compared to 28% of PAQS firms). Figure 17 shows that the proportion of 
Australian and PAQS firms utilizing CAD/CAD enabled automatic quantities measurement is 
similar. 
Figure 16 
2008 PAQS Survey - Electronic Design Documentation 
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Figure 17 
2()()SI'AQS Survey - CAD Measurement 
These survey results indicate that there is tremendous scope for improvement in the usc of 
technological tools and software by the profession in the PAQS region. The low level of 
involvement in leading edge technology such as BIM, web-based information management 
systems and automatic quantities generation is a cause for concern. 
The survey responses to questions exploring future expectations were also very similar 
amongst the Australian and PAQS firms. It was interesting to note that firms in the region 
strongly recognize the productivity and competitive advantage benefits that can be gained by 
embracing and evolving with technological applications. However, it appears that only a 
small proportion of finns are pUlling this into practice. 
4. STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS 
The survey results identify a number of areas that the profession should address. Arguably the 
higgest issue identified was the low use of leading edge technology. QS firms need to 
embrace CAD, information management and Building Information Modelling (BIM) systcms. 
BIM platforms are at the core of future technological developments in the industry - this will 
require firms to have BIM capabilities and expertise just to be a player. The continued 
resistance to the use of CAD enabled automated quantities generation leaves the profession 
exposed to other professionals, such as project managers, who are more amenable to this form 
of technology. Despite the current difficulties and obstacles with utilizing this technology, 
automated quantities generation provides the profession with enormous opportunities. This 
will provide QS practitioners with more time to focus on developing sophisticated cost 
management systems and a wider range of value-added services. 
It should be acknowledged though that the profession needs to ensure that QSs have sufficient 
professional expertise in the core competencies and skills of the profession and continue to 
develop this expertise. Adequate "on-the-job" training needs to be implemented for 
inexperienced employees and to also complement tertiary education. Too much focus on the 
use of IT could well lead to the deterioration of fundamental professional skills. Continuing 
Professional Development (CPO) will continue to be a fundamental requirement for all 
Quantity Surveyors. 
Diversification and aclaptability is also important for the future of the profession. The survey 
results show that the proportion of income obtained from non-traditional and non-building 
work has risen markedly in the past 13 years and this looks likely to increase further. 
Whilst the construction industry is generally conservative by nature, the survey results 
indicate that the quantity surveying profession is more conservative than most in terms of IT 
utilization. The inability to change and re-engineer processes to take full advantage of 
technological advances will drag the profession down. Some felt that directors of many firms 
lacked motivation to embark down this path due to a focus on short-term profits. Some 
respondents felt that this was particularly the case with some directors who were nearing 
retirement and were not prepared to take the plunge into IT development that would have 
longer term benefits. 
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Some respondents felt that too many firms focused on the traditional technical role of the 
quantity surveyor and were not prepared or capable of raising their services to a higher and 
more professional value-adding level. Many firms clearly need to focus on the bigger picture 
and evolve more effectively with digital technologies to maintain competitiveness. 
Firms clearly recognize the fact that project cost management is not the exclusive domain of 
the quantity surveying profession and that there are a number of other professionals carrying 
out this service and many others with the potential to do so. Many project managers, 
engineers, contractors and other professionals also provide cost management services within 
the industry and those with business practices that embrace automated quantities technology 
will prove to have significant advantages over quantity surveying firms without these 
capabilities. Large accountancy firms are now also m,~or competitors particularly on larger 
projects. Perhaps the greatest threat in this respect lies with other professionals more 
amenable to utilizing IT capabilities. 
However, the competitive advantages already being realised by some firms that have heavily 
embraced digital technologies are likely to provide more of a catalyst for change in the 
profession than anything else. The longer firms delay their entry into the automated quantities 
and digital world the further other firms with these capabilities will progress and add to their 
competitive advantage. The strategies taken by leading firms to embrace these technological 
tools and adapt their business practices accordingly should provide considerable motivation 
for other firms to follow suit. 
s. CONCLUSION 
Industry changes and technological developments will continue to present the profession with 
many challenges, threats and opportunities. Whatever direction the profession takes, the 
financial management expertise of the Quantity Surveyor will remain in demand. In Australia, 
the demand for experienced and expert Quantity Surveyors remains very high despite the 
impacts of the recent global financial crisis. In many ways this crisis has highlighted the need 
for strong financial management of projects to reduce the risk to finance providers. 
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Cruises 
Fausto Savoldi (Italy): 
A Way to Create a New Professionalism : Permanent Training (4397) 
[ paper- ] [ handouts] 
Melkamu B. Moges (Eth iopia): 
Establish ing an Ethiopian Land Administration Professionals Association: A 
Conducive Environment (4404) 
[ paper"] [ handouts ] 
Leonard Yablonsky (Russia): 
Conceptual Bases of Developing the Branch of Geodesy and Cartography in the 
Russian Federation (4495) 
[ paper ] 
This paper has not been presented at the congress. 
Eugene Silayo (Tanzania) : 
A Strategy for Sustainable Capacity Building in Developing Countries (4684) 
[ paper ] 
This paper has not been presented at the congress. 
TS 1M - Project and Organisation Management I 
Commission: 10 
Chair: Mr. Andrew Morley, Chair of FIG Commission 10, United Kingdom 
Rapporteur : Mr. Douichi Choukri, Morocco 
Peter Smith (Australia): 
Quantity Surveying Practice in Australia and the Asia-Pacific Region (4312) 
[ paper ] [ handouts ] 
This is a peer reviewed paper. 
James M. W. Wong and S. Thomas Ng (Hong Kong SAR, China): 
Company Failure in the Construction Industry: A Critica l Review and a Future 
Research Agenda (4360) 
[ paper ] [ handouts ] 
This is a peer reviewed paper. 
Krishna Mochtar (Indonesia): 
Pricing Strategy of Indonesian Contractors (3832) 
[ paper' ] [ handouts] 
Open Meeting for Young Surveyors 
Commission: Young Surveyors Network 
Chair: Ms. Cecilia Linden, Chair of FIG Young Surveyors Network 
• This meeting is open for young surveyors and students who are 
interested in FIG 
FIG Foundation Dinner 
• The FIG Foundation Dinner is a cruise on Sydney Harbour, Join us for an 
enchanting scenic cru ise whi lst enjoying a three course meal 
complemented by Australian wines, beers and assorted soft drinks. 
• Boarding time : 18:45 
• Cost: AUD 180.00 ( includes donation to FIG Foundation) 
Tuesday, 13 April 
Tuesday, Registration 
13 April 
08: 00- 18: 00 
Parkside 
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SUbject: Reviewers comments to your paper no. 43 12 for the FIG Congress 20 10 in Sydney. Australia 
From: Loui sc Fr ii s-Han sen <loui scJrii s-han scn@fi g.l1cl> 
Date: Sat . 30 Jan2010 02:27:53 +1 100 
To: Peter Smith <Peter.Sm ith @uts.edu .au> 
« 4312_Smith.doe» 
Dear Peter Smith. 
Your paper for the FIG Sydney Congress in April 2010 has been successfully reviewed by two different reviewers. 
Please find enclosed your paper in an edited version fitting the FIG template. 
The reviewers agree that it is a very good paper. but please notice the minor changes that the reviewers suggest. Your 
paper describes quite well the changes in the profession during the last 1.5 decades. But your conclusions are very 
general. .. Iike "Diversification and adaptability is also important for the future of the profession". The reviewers stated 
that this is true for nearly all types of business fields & professions! Give more specific conclusions regarding the 
profession "quantity surveying". Is there only 1 interesting reference? 
We hope that you are willing to edit your paper according to these comments. Please use the attached edited version 
of your paper to make your changes. Otherwise we would have to re-edit it according to the FIG-template! Thank you 
for your comprehension. 
We hope that you will be able to make the changes in the paper before February 2. I am very sorry for this very late 
answer. but I do hope that it is possible for you to work on the paper with this short notice. 
Please let us know if you wi ll be making the changes. 
Kind regards, 
Ms. Louise Friis-Hansen 
Personal Assistant 
International Federation of Surveyors 
Kalvebod Brygge 31-33 
DK- 1780 Copenhagen V 
Te l. + 4538861081 
Direct: + 4533185584 
Fax: + 45 38860252 
louise. f r i is-hansen@fiq .net 
www.fig.net 
International Federation of Surveyors 
Federationlnternationale des Geometres 
InlernationaleVereinigung der Vemlessungsingenieure 
PLEASE NOTE: 
This e- ma il may conta in confidential informa tion intended solely for the addressee. If you have received th is e-mail by 
mistake, please notify us immediately and delete this e-mail. Any disclosure of information in this e-mail is strictly 
prohibited and may be illegal. 
Content-Description : 43 12_Smith.doc 
4312_Smith.doc Content-Type: applicati oni msword 
Content-Encoding: base64 
l of l 291041201010:1 8 AM 
Acceptance or your peer review paper no 43 12 to the XX IV FIG i ll ... 
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Subject: Acceptance of your peer rev iew paper no 43 12 to the XXIV FIG Internat ional Congress in 
Sydney, Austral ia, 11 - 16 April , 2010 
F r om: Lou ise Friis-Hansen < louiseJri is-hansen@fi g.net> 
Date: T ue, 9 Mar 20 I 009:36:36 + 1100 
To: Peter Smith <Peter.Sm ith @uts.edu.au> 
Peter Smit h 




8 March 2010 
Acceptance of your peer review paper to the XXIV FIG International 
Congress in Sydney, Australia, 11 - 16 April, 2010 
Dear Petel' Sm i th , 
Congratu lations! 
Your peer review paper has been reviewed successfully. Two reviewers have read and commented your 
paper in two rounds. I am sorry for this very delayed answer, but the second review has taken longer than 
expected. 
It is our great pleasure to invi te you to the XXIV FIG International Congress "Facing the Challenges -
Building the Capacity" in Sydney, Australia 11 - 16 April , 2010. The technical programme of the congress wi ll 
be the biggest in the FIG history. The organisers have received almost 900 proposals for presentations from 
more than 80 countries. AI little less than 100 of the accepted 800 papers are peer review papers. The FIG 
congress wi ll also be the largest surveying Congress in Australia and the Pacific region in 2010 and will 
therefore be a major attraction for both international as well as Australian and regional visitors. This congress 
is hosted jointly by the Inte rnational Federation of Surveyors, FIG and the Surveying and Spatial Sciences 
Institute, SSSI. 
We are happy to confirm that your peer review paper: 
Petel- Smi th (Australia): 
Quantity Surveying Practice in Australia and the Asia-Pacitic Region (4312) 
has been accepted for oral presentation and will be included in the program of the FIG Congress 2010, 11 -16 
Apri l 2010. More information about the sess ion arrangements will be given closer to the congress. 
29104120 10 10:21 AM 
AeCeplalleC or your peer review paper no 43 J 2 to the XXIV FIG Ill .. 
2 of' 3 
Your paper is at the moment scheduled in the following session: 




Pm'kside GO 1, SCEC 
Please check the time and room of the session in the final programme on the congress web site 
www.fig2010.com or on FIG web site www.fiq.netlfig2010/techprog.htm where the always up to date 
programme will be available. Your peer review paper will be in the programme by the next update. Please 
notice that only papers that will be presented personally by the author will be included in final programme. 
By submitting your paper you are giving FIG the right to publish your paper in the proceedings and post it on 
the FIG web site and include it into the FIG Surveying Reference Library without compensation. 
We also kindly ask you to register to the congress online on the conference web site www.fig2010.com latest 
by 9 March 2010. If you do not register by this date your paper will be removed from the final programme. 
Please book your hotel at the same time when you register. 
Please note: FIG and SSSI have decided that authors need to register and submit their full paper by the 
correct date or they will be removed from the technical programme. 
In all correspondence with the FIG Office please include the tracking number in the subject line as in this 
confirmation e-mail. 
The FIG congress will have a full professional programme consisting of more than 140 technical and flash 
sessions, workshops and forums, pre-congress seminars, and special invited sessions. The technical 
programme offers space for about 800 papers (including almost 100 peer review papers). We expect more 
than 2,000 participants from 100 countries to attend. Thus there is no doubt that Sydney 201 0 will be the 
global venue of all surveying activities in April 2010 - and the place for all land professionals to be. 
The topics of the FIG Congress 2010 are selected to address both the latest and state-of-the-art knowledge 
as well as best practice in the field of surveying, and at the same time the congress gives a platform for 
international discussions. 100 of the papers are peer-review papers of the highest international standard. The 
conference thereby provides an excellent opportunity for surveyors, land professionals and other experts who 
work with land related issues from all over the world to meet and share experiences and achievements. 
The Opening Ceremony of the Congress will be on Monday 12 April and the technical programme will take 
place 12-15 April 2010 including a commercial and professional exhibition. The General Assembly will be on 
11 and 16 April 2010. On Friday and Saturday 9-10 April 2010 there will be the Pre-conference workshop on 
the History of Surveying. 
This letter is a conformation letter of acceptance of your peer review paper for the technical programme. You 
can use this letter as invitation letter for any purposes to get your trip confirmed. 
29/04/20 I 0 10:21 AM 
Acceplance oj' your peer review paper no 4312 to the XXIV FIG In .. 
.l of 3 
Many of the overseas conference delegates will require a visa for their visit to Sydney. Please find information 
about visa requirements at: http://www.fig2010.com/vis2.J2.b.Q. If you require a letter of invitation to assist you 
with your visa application or for any other purposes, please contact the Congress organiser arinex, email 
fi9201 O@arinex.com.au. Arinex issues invitation letters upon request. 
We look forward to meeting you in Sydney in April 2010. 
Yours sincerely, 
Paul Harcombe 
Congress Director, FIG 2010 
Chief Surveyor 
Director, CS2i 
Land and Property Management Authority NSW 
FIG 2010 Congress Director 
Ph +612 6332 8201 
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